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A victim of violence assisted by MSF in October 2012. © Anna Surinyach

Eight years after issuing its first report denouncing the treatment of 
sub-Saharan migrants in Morocco, MSF is once again highlighting the 
medical and psychological needs resulting from the precarious living 
conditions and wide-spread institutional and criminal violence that 
sub-Saharan migrants are subjected to whilst they are in Morocco. 

 Since December 2011 MSF 
has witnessed first hand the medical and psychological consequences 
of renewed efforts by the Moroccan government and Spanish 
governments, to combat cross-border crime, illegal immigration and 
the trafficking of drugs and weapons. In 2012 MSF teams have 
responded to a sharp increase in abuse, degrading treatment and 
violence against sub-Saharan migrants by Moroccan and, to a lesser 
extent, Spanish security forces. Over the course of the year MSF 
teams assisted more than 1,100 people with violence related injuries in 
Oriental Region, including patients with serious trauma wounds, such 
as broken jaws, hands, arms, skulls and legs, caused by direct violence. 

As a medical humanitarian organisation, it is not MSF’s role to 
dictate migration policy in Africa and Europe. However, it is MSF’s 
duty to highlight the violence, abuse and suffering experienced by 
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our patients as a direct consequence of those policies. Immediate 
and decisive action must be taken by the Moroccan and Spanish 
authorities to ensure that their security forces do not abuse and 
hurt sub-Saharan migrants. The expulsion of sub-Saharan migrants 
from Spain to Morocco and from Morocco to the border with Algeria 
must respect both countries’ national and international obligations. 
Vulnerable groups such as refugees, asylum seekers, pregnant 
women, minors and sick and injured people must receive protection. 

Progress has been made in recognising and respecting sub-
Saharan migrants’ right to health, however considerable challenges 
remain. Many of these challenges reflect systemic weaknesses in 
the Moroccan healthcare system and affect both Moroccans and 
foreigners. Attempts to reform and improve the levels and quality 
of care and services should take into account the vulnerabilities and 
specific needs of the sub-Saharan migrant population.  

. As the new health financing system, 
RAMED, is rolled out it is essential that the Ministry of Health takes 
steps to ensure that sub-Saharan migrants’ access to healthcare 
is not restricted and provides written clarification on the necessary 
procedures without further delay. 

. For almost a decade proposed reforms to 
Morocco’s Mental Health Plan have included developing community 
mental health services, developing a mental health component in 
primary health care, increasing human resources and financing 
and improving the quality of care provided. In 2012 the Minister of 
Health announced that mental health care would be a priority under 
Morocco’s 2012-2016 national health action plan.32 In view of the 
acute vulnerability of people with mental health needs, it is crucial 
that this commitment is honoured, that sufficient resources are made 
available to implement these reforms and that the mental health needs 
and vulnerabilities of sub-Saharan migrants are taken into account.  

 
& Human Trafficking. MSF’s data reveals that sexual violence 
is a problem of alarming proportions amongst the sub-Saharan 
migrant community in Morocco. Human trafficking networks operate 
throughout the country. Their victims, primarily women and girls, are 
particularly vulnerable as they have little or no control over their sexual 
and reproductive health, have limited freedom of movement and are 
often kept captive and subjected to continuous exploitation and sexual, 
physical and psychological violence. However the lack of organisations 
providing assistance, particularly protection services, in Oriental 
Region means a strong identification, referral and assistance network 
does not exist and survivors of sexual violence and human trafficking 
networks throughout Morocco are not receiving the assistance  
and protection that they so desperately need. 
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–  The Moroccan Government must do more to proactively identify 
sub-Saharan trafficking victims and provide them with the 
protection and assistance that they are entitled to. 

–  NGOs and UN agencies, particularly those with a focus on human 
rights and protection, should scale up their assistance to sub-
Saharan migrants throughout Morocco, but particularly in Oriental 
Region, without further delay. In addition increased financial and 
human resources must be provided to ensure more effective and 
appropriate care for survivors of sexual violence and victims of 
human trafficking. 

–  It is essential that attempts to evaluate and improve upon the 
medical and psychological care provided to survivors of sexual 
violence within the Moroccan health system take into account 
the needs of sub-Saharan migrant survivors and the experience of 
organisations, such as MSF, who have worked with the Unités de 
Prise en Charge de Femmes et Enfants Survivants à la Violence.

 
 The progress already achieved 

in the respect of sub-Saharan migrants’ right to health and the 
impact of any future reforms will be limited unless concrete action 
is taken by the Moroccan government and its European supporters, 
particularly the Spanish government, to address the discrepancy 
between policies which criminalise and discriminate against sub-
Saharan migrants and those which protect and uphold their 
fundamental human rights. 

This report highlights the medical and psychological consequences 
of the current approach and the cumulative vulnerability of the 
significant numbers of sub-Saharan migrants who are trapped in 
Morocco. MSF calls, once again, on the Moroccan authorities  
to respect their international and national commitments to human 
rights, develop and implement protection mechanisms and ensure 
that sub-Saharan migrants are treated in a humane and dignified 
manner, no matter what their legal status. 
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